as security. Towards the close of 19145 any excuse made
seaworthy old tramp steamers, well past their day of use-
fulness in normal times; and they waddled across the North
Atlantic like lame ducks, to bring out of American ports
the instruments of death.
Day by day their number increased, until soon every
port on the eastern seaboard of America, was choked with
shipping, while the piles of packing-cases containing their
cargoes grew higher and higher on the quayside, watched
over by the secretly armed agents of the purchasers and
not a little discontent from the dockers, who were in fretful
mood, partly genuine and partly due to the distribution
of marks converted into dollars, having their origin in the
offices of Amsinck & Co. These death ships unloaded
their cargoes on the shores of the Allied Powers and the
artillery hurled them with destructive force into the German
trenches.
After a few weeks, during which time German munition
production had suffered from the ca'canny policy of the
German workers, the German High Command was moved
to protest to Berlin against the seemingly unlimited supply
of ammunition coming out of America to the Allies. Notes
were sent to the American Government, which evoked the
reply that America was prepared to supply munitions to
any country which would order them, and, of course, pay
for them.
A straight answer in all conscience, but how could
Germany transport the goods she bought, with the British
Navy covering her shores?
The Wilhelmstrasse called on Captain von Papen to
explain matters and to render a report on the situation.
With the terseness applauded by von Hintze a few months
earlier, he replied:
" Every munition factory is working overtime on Allied orders.
The ports are filled with transports loading munitions for France,
Russia and England. Steps must be taker^ to stop it"
Hindenburg, Ludendorff, Falkenhayn and Hoffmann,
each in turn received a copy of this and Falkenhayn wrote
47